
MAKE THE BODY
1. Start with your paper blue side up. The 

purple will be the main body color. Fold the 
paper in half diagonally and unfold.

2. Fold the left and right edges into the middle.
3. Flip the paper over like in Figure 4.

FOLD THE HEAD AND NECK
4–6. Fold the left and right edges  

to the middle.
7. Fold the bottom corner up to the top.
9. Fold down a small section to make  

the swan’s head.

MAKE THE FINISHING TOUCHES
9–10. Fold the top side (the swan head side),  

in half, lengthwise, backward.
11. While holding the bottom (swan body) down, 

only pull the head and neck up.
12. Decide on a position for the swan’s neck 

and then crease.
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ORIGAMI SWAN INSTRUCTIONS
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ORIGAMI CRANE INSTRUCTIONS
1.  If the paper is decorated on one side only, 

begin with the decorated side up. Fold 
diagonally from corner to corner. Unfold 
the paper flat. Fold on the other diagonal. 
Unfold.

2.  Turn the paper over.
3.  Fold the paper in half, edge to edge. 

Unfold. Fold the paper in half in the other 
direction, but this time do not unfold.

4.  Hold the paper exactly as shown. Push 
your hands toward each other until the 
paper forms a square. You should have two 
flaps on each side.

5.  Press the paper flat so it forms a square, 
with a closed top and an open bottom.  
Fold the raw edges to the middle, first on 
the right, then on the left.

6.  Fold the top down to create a crease. 
Unfold.

7.  Open the flaps slightly. Grasp the single 
layer of the paper at the bottom and fold it 
upward, bringing in the outer edges toward 
the middle to form a diamond.

8.  Press down along the crease of the outer 
edges so the section lies flat.

9.  Turn the paper over and repeat steps 5-8. 
10.   Fold the outer edges to the middle, first on 

the front and then on the back. 
11.  Fold the right front flap over to the left, like 

the page of a book. Turn the paper over 
and again fold the right side over to the left.

12.  On the front, fold the bottom corner all the 
way up to the top. Turn the paper over and 
repeat on the back.

13.  Again fold the right side over to the left like 
a page of a book. Turn the paper over and 
repeat on the back.

14.  Pull the tips that peek out at the top to the 
right and left. To make them stay in their 
pulled-out positions, squeeze the paper 
at the bottom between your thumb and 
forefinger to make creases.

15.  Fold the head down in between the two 
layers of the neck and make a short crease 
to make it stay in place.

16.  Completed. Ready for stringing.


