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Groundbreaking Begins New Era
for Children’s Inn
On May 4, 2021, Children’s Inn broke ground on a new facility at 113 N.
St. Paul Avenue in Sioux Falls.
The new 48,000-square-foot facility was designed by Koch Hazard
Architects and is being built by Lloyd Companies. It will increase
Children’s Inn’s capacity from 40 beds in 24 bedrooms to 96 beds in 38
bedrooms, and include enhanced dining facilities, larger family rooms,
more indoor and outdoor play space and additional areas for drop-in crisis
visits, case management and support services. The building is scheduled
for completion in December 2022.

“This is a tremendous step for Children’s Home Society of
South Dakota, Children’s Inn and the entire Sioux Falls region,”
says Michelle Lavallee, CEO of Children’s Home Society (CHS).
“Together with our boards of directors, donors, friends and
community partners, we’ve been working towards this day
since 2016.”
As the only domestic violence shelter in the area, Children’s Inn serves a
population of more than 329,000 in Minnehaha, Lincoln, Turner, Union and
McCook counties.
“During much of the last six years, we have been operating over capacity,”
says Children’s Inn Program Director Amy Carter. “As the area’s population
increases, so has the need for safe shelter for victims of domestic violence
and child abuse and neglect,” she says. “Children’s Inn is the only option for
these individuals.”
Continued on page 2
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Groundbreaking Begins
New Era

» Continued from page 1

CHILDREN’S INN CAMPAIGN
Earlier this year, Children’s Inn launched
the Gift for Good fundraising campaign
for the new building, operating expenses
and to increase the Children’s Inn
endowment.
A generous contribution of $11 million
from philanthropist T. Denny Sanford
is the lead gift, with $5.5 million going
toward building construction and $5.5
million to the Children’s Inn endowment
for long-term sustainability.
The goal of the campaign is to raise
an additional $6 million to complete
the facility construction as well as an
additional $6 million for the endowment
for ongoing operations.

SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS
The Gift for Good Campaign got under
way in June. By the end of September, we
had received 100% participation from:

• Campaign Committee Members
• CHS/CHF Executive Leadership

Approximately one in three women in

• CHS and CHF Board Members

South Dakota will experience domestic

• Children’s Inn Staff

violence in her lifetime. It’s a social and

At the time of this printing, we have
received 178 pledges or gifts for a total
of $3,259,211.
As we are a recipient of United Way
funds, we paused the campaign during
the United Way Campaign, from August
through October.
Volunteers have stepped up and
donors have pitched in to make an
enormous impact. From attending the
groundbreaking to hauling field rock
(see Rock the Inn story) and naming
the dining hall, client therapy areas and
bedrooms, people all over South Dakota
and beyond are supporting hope and
healing for survivors of domestic violence.

public health problem that affects women,
men and children of all ages, nationalities
and income levels.

Speakers from the
May 4 groundbreaking
event included (clockwise
L to R): Michelle Lavallee,
CHS CEO; Amy Carter,
CI Program Director;
Governor Kristi Noem,
Sioux Falls Mayor Paul
TenHaken and abuse
survivor Sara Kindvall.

See Construction Live
Keep tabs on Children’s Inn construction at https://chssd.org/childrensinn/live-stream.

FALL 2021

|

PA G E 3

September 18 was a rockin’ day for Children’s Inn! As part of our new
building, a beautiful wall made of fieldstone will greet visitors when they
approach the building. To construct the wall, five tons of fieldstone was needed,
so Children’s Inn put out the call to area farmers and others who had fieldstone
to donate.
Walt Bones, a fourth-generation farmer from the Parker area and former
Secretary of the S.D. Department of Agriculture answered the call. Community
member John McMahon drove the truck to pull the trailer lent to us by A-1
Excavating and Pumping and more than nine tons of rock were soon loaded
and delivered to the new Children’s Inn site.

As Tri-Chairs, we applaud the
real heroes of the Gift for Good
Campaign—our donors. Some
shoveled the first turns of dirt at the
groundbreaking. Others hauled field
rock for the future unique entrance to
the building. One hundred percent of
Children’s Inn employees pledged to
the campaign. Our Next Gen campaign
volunteers are reaching out to their
young peers. People of generosity are
funding bedrooms, the kitchen and
children’s play spaces.
This is an exciting story of momentum
and impact. Please join us in stepping
up to shelter, protect, and leave the
light on for those who need us in the
darkest times of their lives.
Julie Anderson Friesen
John Rozell
Carolynn J. Stavenger

Legacy Chair
Jeff Hazard
In Memoriam

Campaign
Committee Chairs
Julie Anderson Friesen
John Rozell
Carolynn J. Stavenger
Next Gen Chairs
Katie Ashmore
Marty DesLauriers

Campaign
Committee
Members
Bob Baker
Helen Boer
Kim Burma
Mick Gibbs
Tim Hamel
Gina Hopkins
Bill Lindquist
George Roberts
Marilyn Van Demark

While others were loading rocks from Walt’s farm, a group of volunteers from
the Augustana Student Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC) headed to the
Butterfly House to collect another rock donation. This group of hardworking
(and fit!) volunteers loaded and unloaded more than two
tons of rock in just three short hours! Thank you to Darla
and Ron Wellendorf for driving the truck and to all the
volunteers for helping!
Because of the generosity of our community, the wall will
soon be an important and meaningful part of our new
building. It’s one more example of how it takes a village to
get projects like this done and to support those who need
Children’s Inn!
A rocking group of volunteers and Children’s
Home Society staff participated in gathering
rocks for the new Children’s Inn facility.
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FROM THE

DIRECTOR
AMY CARTER | PROGRAM DIRECTOR
The African proverb “It Takes a Village” is when an entire community of people
provide for, and positively interact with children. By doing so, those children are
given the opportunity to thrive and prosper in a safe and healthy environment.
Without a doubt, this sentiment applies to the work of Children’s Inn, both for
the adults and children we are privileged to serve. As you read this edition of The
Porch Light, I believe you will see this proverb at work.
When Lexi was just a young girl, she found herself living at Children’s Inn with
her mother and brother, after her mother fled her physically abusive husband.
The family arrived with nothing and had to essentially start over. To do this, they
needed the support of others to surround them and lift them up.

For Lexi’s family, this started with the receptionist
who greeted them without judgment when they arrived.
Next, the family was matched with a case manager,
who provided ongoing guidance in their journey to
begin a life free from violence. While staying with us
in shelter, the family received meals, a clean room,
smiles, hugs and respect as they interacted with
supervisors, childcare staff, housekeeping, cooks,
volunteers and so many others. Even individuals and
businesses outside of Children’s Inn wrap their arms
around our guests to give them hope.
As we look to the future and our new, expanded building, this too takes a village.
The architects and staff at Koch Hazard thoughtfully listened and envisioned
a space that would meet our needs and provide the sense of home our clients
deserve. Our partners at Lloyd Companies took those plans to begin building
a space we could only dream of. And of course, it’s not possible to have a
sustainable village without our generous, selfless and visionary donors who have
contributed with an open heart.
With the uncertainty and chaos that is our world today, there are times it can be
difficult to be part of our village. But, even on our hardest days, we must keep
sight of the mission, the people we serve and the reasons we are part of this
village. I have chosen to be part of this work. Our donors have chosen to give.
Businesses and other organizations have chosen to partner with us. Lexi and
her family did not choose to be part of this village. Yet, they are the most
important members. It is because of them, that our village must continue to grow
and thrive.
Whatever your role, whatever your reason—thank you for being a member
of the Children’s Inn village.

Community Support
At Children’s Inn, we’re grateful
for donors and volunteers. Victims
of domestic violence often have many
barriers to overcome to break free from
their abusers. The support of local
businesses helps make it possible to
overcome some of those barriers.

VALVOLINE
Pete Nelson, the owner of Sioux Falls’
three Valvoline stores, helps Children’s
Inn guests by providing oil changes.
“I just think it’s a great organization that’s
supporting people when they’re at a very
low point in their life,” Pete says.
“We’re just humbled that we’re able to
help. You know, sometimes you don’t
know how to help people specifically, so
we’re just thankful we can participate in
this little way. We’re just doing our part
for people that need help.”

RON’S GARAGE
Located at the corner of Kiwanis and
Madison in Sioux Falls, Ron’s Garage
is near Children’s Inn. Owner Ron
Steenholdt doesn’t remember how the
relationship started, but his business is
the go-to garage for guests.
“If they have a vehicle that’s not running
right or something is wrong with the
vehicle, they give me a call and I do
whatever I can to help them out, whether
it’s something I can fix or know where to
get it fixed,” Ron says.
Ron discounts prices for Children’s Inn’s
guests because, he says, money’s not the
most important thing. “It’s the nice feeling
you get when you get to help somebody
out who’s in desperate need,” says Ron.
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NEEDS
LIST
Drive Out Domestic Violence, fueled
by Vern Eide Motorcars, ran from
July 5–26 this year, benefiting
Children’s Inn—and the Sioux Falls
area community.
Although Drive out Domestic Violence
raises money for Children’s Inn, it also
increases awareness about domestic
violence. Social media ambassadors,
friends and other participants posted
messages shedding light on the issue of
domestic violence in our community.
Jim Lake of Vern Eide Motorcars (right)
presents a $25,000 check to (l to r): Maggie
Saugstad, VVI Client Services Manager,
Tammy Roberts, Children’s Home Foundation
Development Officer and Staci Kroupenske,
Children’s Inn Development Coordinator.

The event raised $72,000 and
generated 20,000 social media
likes, comments and shares.

Can you help?
GROCERY

• Canned fruit & vegetables
• Cereal
• Coffee & nondairy creamer			
• Frozen meats (ham, turkey or pork loin)
• Snacks (granola bars, cereal bars, pudding
cups, fruit snacks)
• Soup (cream of mushroom or chicken)
• Sugar

FOR LITTLE ONES

• Baby lotion, oil, powder & shampoo
• Clothing
• Diapers & wet wipes
• Diaper rash cream
• Formula
• Pajamas, sleepers & sleep sacks
• Baby food
• Board games
• Legos

PERSONAL CARE (regular sizes)
• Women’s underwear
• Women’s sweatshirts and sweatpants
(especially larger sizes)
• Body wash (adult & child)		
• Combs, brushes & hair accessories
• Deodorant
• Feminine hygiene products
• Lotion (scented & unscented)
• Shampoo & conditioner
• Toothbrushes & toothpaste (adult & child)
• Razors

Thank you to our
generous sponsors!

THAT OTHER STUFF!

• Batteries
• Bath towel sets
• Dish soap
• Disinfectant wipes
• Fabric softener/dryer sheets
• Gloves–Latex or Nitrile (Med/L)
• Laundry detergent (HE only)
• Paper products (Kleenex, napkins,
paper towels, toilet paper)

HAROLD &
HELEN BOER

GIFTS

• Grocery gift cards
• Gas gift cards
• Toys and gifts for kids ages 0–17
(used for holidays and birthdays all year!)

CATHERINE
PIERSOL

AUSTIN VANHOVE

DAKOTA
ELECTRIC, INC

TOM & JEAN
NICHOLSON

CHS Board Member Melissa Johnson and
many other social media influencers took part
in the Drive Out Domestic Violence campaign.

Donations accepted by appointment.
Please call:

605.338.0116
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GUARDIANS OF THE

CHILDREN
John and Jan Brewer of Rapid City began their relationship with CHS in 1986
with a hosted tour of Black Hills Children’s Home (BHCH) on the Rockerville
campus. “That year, Jan and I organized the Christmas Eve Santa and the Elves
gifts at BHCH, which is a tradition that continues to this day,” John says.

“I don’t know how many times—but there were a lot—when
kids who were 4, 5, 6 and 7, had never had Christmas. They
didn’t know what to do, how to react,” says John. “The kids
write their letter to Santa and pick a gift they want and when
Santa comes, they greet him and get the
gift. You cannot imagine the eyes and
smiles when that happens. A small but
important Christmas miracle.”
John and Jan have both served on the CHS Board of
Directors. As John just completed two terms on the
Foundation Board, served multiple terms on the Society
Board and was President of the Society Board, he is now
a Director Emeritus. The Brewers co-chaired campaigns
for the BHCH residence and Owen School, served as Big
Buddies and when possible, spent Christmas Eve with the children.
The Brewers’ impact on CHS will continue on, thanks to a planned gift.
“As Guardians of the Children both Jan and I recognize the power of a hand up at
critical times. Jan and I have included CHS in our estate plan.”
Guardians of the Children is a legacy program established to recognize and honor those
people whose vision, philanthropy, and love of children has been demonstrated by a planned gift
to Children’s Home Foundation. Funds from the Foundation support the programs and services
at CHS, including Children’s Inn.

John and Jan Brewer

CONSIDER STOCK
DONATIONS
Making donations of equities/stock
is a great way to help charitable
organizations and it can also benefit
your income tax situation. The more
your stock has appreciated, the
bigger the benefit can be for you.
When you donate stock (held over
one year) you avoid capital gains
tax, but you can still get a charitable
deduction for the full market value
of the stock.
For more details, we suggest
checking with your financial advisor.

HELP SECURE THE FUTURE
OF CHILDREN’S INN
You can help secure our future
by naming Children’s Inn as the
beneficiary of a life insurance
policy or retirement plan. For larger
estates, Lead Trusts and Charitable
Remainder Trusts are advantageous
gift vehicles.
To include Children’s Inn in your
will, the most common bequest
language is:

Save the Date | 33rd Annual

Media One Funski!
January 21-22, 2022
Great Bear Ski Valley, Sioux Falls

www.funski.org

I bequeath (description of gift)
to Children’s Home Foundation to
be used to support the operations
of Children’s Inn, a program of
Children’s Home Society of
South Dakota.
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CHILDREN’S HOME SOCIETY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Volunteer Spotlight
LY N N E B Y R N E

Laura Johnson, President
Eric Lee, Vice President
Jack Marsh, Secretary
Gina Hopkins, Treasurer
Jim Berman
Helen Boer
Darla Crown
Paulette Davidson
Mick Gibbs
Tim Hamel
Lafawn Janis
Melissa Johnson
Amy Koenig
Deanna Larson
Dustin Morrison

John Rozell
Jim Schmidt
Karen Schreier
Greg Schweiss
Scott Scofield
Chirag Shukla
Scott Sletten
Deb Soholt
Carolynn Stavenger
Maureen Suga
Marilyn Van Demark

Sally Anderson (Honorary Member)

When it comes to supporting
Children’s Inn, there isn’t much
Lynne Byrne hasn’t done. In 1987,
she joined the Children’s Inn Board of
Directors, and volunteered to do things
like wrapping Christmas presents
for children.
“I was on the merger team when
Children’s Inn was in the process of
joining Children’s Home Society in
1998,” Lynne says. She then served
on both the Children’s Home Society
Board and the Children’s Home
Foundation Board, and has achieved
Director Emeritus status. Along with
Dave Nelson, Lynne co-chaired the
drive to expand Children’s Inn capacity
in 2005.

“I’m trained as an art
teacher,” she says, “and
I’ve always been an arts
advocate. I’ve taught art in
some manner to children for 54 years. Twenty years ago we
decided that creative arts should be introduced to the children
at Children’s Inn and Children’s Home Society.”
Lynne has been volunteering as an art teacher at Children’s Inn ever since. She
works with the children in shelter and sometimes even with the moms.
“The kids love it,” Lynne says. “They can get totally engrossed for a couple of hours
and forget everything else that’s on their hearts and in their heads.”
After 34 years of involvement with Children’s Inn, Lynne is as fired up as ever.
What keeps her coming back is the joy she finds in seeing the children’s joy.
“And art helps heal. That’s why I keep showing up at Children’s Inn,” she says.

CHILDREN’S HOME FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Julie Anderson Friesen, President
Diana Dufur-Day, Vice President
Bob Baker, Secretary
Dave Schmidt, Treasurer
Dennis Aanenson
Greg Blomberg
Kim Burma
Kara Flynn
Marty Jackley
Lori Lewison

Bill Lindquist
Molly Peterson
Bobby Sundby
Joe Sztapka
George Twitero

DIRECTOR EMERITUS
To achieve this status, a board member
must meet all three of the following criteria:
• Served six or more years as a
CHS Board Member
• Served six or more years as a
CHF Board Member
• Served as President of either board.
Those achieving Emeritus status include:
Lynne Byrne
John Brewer
Gary Brown
Jeb Clarkson
Steve Egger
Phil Helland
Blake Hoffman
Bob Hoover
Gary Jensen
Deanna Lien
Helen Madsen
Royal (Mac)
McCracken
Tim Meyer

Linda Mickelson
Graham
Rob Mudge
T.J. Reardon
George Roberts
John Rozell*
Dave Schmidt*
Peg Seljeskog
Carolynn Stavenger*
Pam Taylor Jansa
Gene Uher
Marilyn Van Demark*
Meg Warder
*Current board member

Nonprofit
Organization
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ABOUT US
Founded in 1977 as a domestic violence
shelter, Children’s Inn merged in 1998 to
become a program of Children’s Home
Society of South Dakota.
Children’s Inn provides 24-hour, free
services for women, children, and men
who are victims of domestic violence,
stalking, elder abuse, sexual assault and
child abuse or neglect.
Children’s Inn’s service area includes the
South Dakota counties of Minnehaha,
Lincoln, McCook, Turner and Union.
Services are provided regardless of race,
color, religion, sex or national origin,
and include:
• Crisis Shelter
• Crisis Hotline
• Counseling Services
• Parenting Education
• Women’s Support Groups
• Men’s Support Groups
• LGBTQ Support Groups
• Children’s Groups
• Safety Planning
• Rural Outreach
• Community Education
and Referrals

Bring your gifts to our booth
in Macy’s Court of the Empire Mall
in Sioux Falls during mall hours.
Our Gift Wrap Booth volunteers will
handle all your wrapping needs for a
donation to Children’s Inn!
Macy’s Court in the Empire Mall,
Sioux Falls

Friday, December 3 –
Friday, December 24
– HOURS MAY VARY –
Check our website for up-to-date hours
of operation.
All proceeds benefit Children’s Inn!
Bring a new toy or gift to our
Gift Wrap Booth in support of our
Wish-Inn Mission Toy Drive.
Or shop online and ship directly to
Children’s Inn!

THANK YOU to our great sponsors!*

THE PORCH LIGHT is a publication of Children’s Inn
and Children’s Home Foundation.
PUBLISHED BY CHS MARKETING:
Janet Andersen, Marketing Director
Clara Jacob, Senior Writer
Bobbi Gaukel, Art Director
Staci Kropuenske, Editor
Nicole Loe, Digital Marketing Generalist
NOTE: To protect the privacy of the children and
families we serve, it is our practice (unless otherwise
noted) to use names and photos that represent our
stories and ensure confidentiality.

Sioux Falls and Brookings

FIND OUR HOLIDAY WISH LISTS AT: CHSSD.ORG/SUPPORT/WISH-LISTS

